
Congress of the United States 

House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

June 26, 2025 

 

The Honorable Mike Johnson 

Speaker of the House 

H-232, The Capitol 

Washington, DC 20515  

 

Dear Speaker Johnson,  

 

The Republican Conference under your leadership has continued to prove the pundits, press and 

Democrats wrong time after time. The House passage of the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OB3) 

would not have been possible without your commitment to listening and working with Members. 

We are grateful to you for hearing our concerns regarding the sale of public lands and for 

stripping public lands sales from the House version of OB3 prior to its passage.  

 

We write today with deep concerns about the Senate bill. While the Senate Parliamentarian has 

ruled Senator Lee’s original language out of order due to the Byrd Rule, the Senator is motivated 

to include the sale of public lands in the bill. This would be a grave mistake, unforced error, and 

poison pill that will cause the bill to fail should it come to the House Floor.  

 

We support the OB3 passed by the House and generally accept changes to the bill that may be 

made by the Senate. However, we cannot accept the sale of federal lands that Senator Lee 

seeks. If a provision to sell public lands is in the bill that reaches the House floor, we will be 

forced to vote no.  

 

We are all from Western states with large holdings of federal land. Montana’s First District is 

roughly 80% federal land; Oregon is 52%, California 46%. We understand and agree with 

Senator Lee and our House colleagues that the Federal government has mismanaged federal 

lands for decades, however, we do not agree with their solution. We believe advancing the House 

Republicans legislative agenda on public lands and natural resources, along with using existing 

law for land disposals, is the correct path forward.  

 

Our country needs the OB3 to restore fiscal sanity, prosperity, and advance the America First 

Agenda that we all promised our constituents we would fight for. It is our hope that the Senate 

Parliamentarian strips any language from the bill regarding public lands sales, but we hope we 

can count on you once again to hear our concerns and work with Senate Leadership to remove 

the provision that will tank the entire Republican agenda.  

 



Thank you for your continued leadership and listening to our concerns. The path God has chosen 

for you is not easy, but you do it a with kindness and respect that creates an environment worthy 

of the institution in which we serve.  

 

Sincerely,  
 
 

 

Ryan Zinke                                                                           Mike Simpson                        

Member of Congress                                                          Member of Congress 

 

                                          

 

 

 

 

Dan Newhouse                                                                    Cliff Bentz 

Member of Congress                                                           Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Valadao  

Member of Congress  

 

 

 


