TiNA KOTEK
GOVERNOR

November 22, 2024

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Biden,

I am writing to follow up on my August 5, 2024, letter urging designation of the Owyhee
Canyonlands as a national monument under the Antiquities Act before leaving office. The
landscape of this area is a national treasure with stunning geological features and culturally
significant sites that reflect the deep history and heritage of this part of Oregon. Furthermore, the
broad support across a spectrum of conservation, recreation, economic, and local interests
reflects the collaboration and consensus we strive for in Oregon when seeking a federal action
such as this.

In August, I asked that a designation be prepared in case Congress failed to pass legislation
before the end of the current session. The devastating consequences for the future of this iconic
landscape are simply too great not to act now. Please proceed with a national monument
designation.

I have appreciated our partnership with your Administration on many important policy
initiatives. This one would be a wonderful capstone to our work together.

Sincerely,
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Governor Tina Kotek
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cc: John Podesta, Senior Advisor to the President
Senator Ron Wyden
Senator Jeff Merkley
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